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nefs. Heaven and Eaeth refounded with Liderty ! Li- 
lerty! and the HEART OF THE KING WAS 
GLAD WITHIN HIM. oO. 


SOCIALE, 


N° 17. Monday, Fanuary 30. 





Steciofa verbis 3 Re inania aut fubdola; quantoque 
majore Libertatis imagine tegebantur, tanto erupta- 
ra ad infenfius Servitium. Tac. 





eT is wonderful to obferve the Viciff- 
Yan ude and Revolutions of all Things. If 
ING we look into Nature, the moft minute 
ia Particles of Matter are in a perpetual 
@) Flux, and always pafling out ef one 

Form into another. This is beautifully 
reprefented by the Antients under the Allegory of 
* Proteus, who could turn himfelf, according to the Fa- 
ble, into all Manner of Forms and Shapes, in order 
to avoid the Importunity of Thofe, who fought his 
Advice ; by which are fignified to us the various Mu- 
tations of Matter, and the Folly of Thofe, who pry 
too nicely into the Secrets of Nature. 

States, Kingdoms, and Empires, are fubje& to the 
fame Viciffitudes 3 and, like the great Mafs of all 
Things, undergo various Revolutions in their Laws, 
Manners, Policy, and Religion. ‘Thofe, which, in the 
preceding Ages, were free States, are now funk into the 
Dregs of S/averys and others, which formerly groan'd 
under Bondage, have fince fhaken off their Servituce, 









* Vide Sir Francis Bacon’s Hiffory of the Ancients. 
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and enjoy at prefent the Bleflings of Liberty. Several 
Nations, which were of old the moft fimous for Lear- 
ning and Politene/s, are now degenerated into Barba- 
rifm and Ignorance; whillft others again, where no- 
thing formerly prevailed but Sevagene/s and Brutality, 
are, in our Days, become the moft civilized, and the 
greateft Nurferies of Letters; fo that we may fay of 
Kingdoms, as the Scripture fpeaks of Mankind, that 
They fice as it were a Shadow, and never continue in 
one Stay. 

The fame Inconftancy is likewife to be obferved in 
the Opinions of Mankind, and the Praétices of diffe- 
reat Parties ; who will be found, upon ftri& Exami- 
nation, to fhift Sides, and mutually interchange their 
Meafures, together with their Principles, in certain 
Courfes and Revolutions of Years. 

Nothing is more evident from the whole Tenour of 
the New Teftament, from the Writings of the primi- 
tive Fathers, and the Confent of heathen Antiquity, 
than that the Chriftian Faith was firft promulgated as 
a Gofpel of Peace; and ordained, by its divine Found- 
der, to be propagated only by Per/zafion and gentle 
Methods, in the fame Manner that he had inftituted it, 
and proceeded to propagate it, whilit on Earth ; but it 
is equally certain, that the Chrifian Religion was no 
fooner eftablifhed by thefe gentle Meafures, and had 
brought the temporal Powers into its Intereft, than her 
corrupted Followers, elated with Succefs, began to de- 
viate from the Example and Precepts of their great 
Matter, by turning the Engines of this World againft 
Thofe, who did not immediately own the Light of the 
Gofpel, aud fetting up the Sword of the Fle/b, in Op- 
pofition to the Sword of the Spirit 3 which our blefled 
Lord had appointed to be the only Weapon made ufe 
of in the Caufe of his Religion. 

On the other hand, the Impofture of Mahomet, 
which was firft founded in Blood, and propagated by 
the Weapons of this eae 3 {eems to be grown a pa 
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cifick Religion, and to fupport itfelf by the fame Me- 
thods, by which Chriftianity was firft eftablifhed. We 
feldom hear of any Perfecutions fet on Foot in thofe 
Countries on a religious Account; nor do we find in 
their Hiftories any great Maffacres, Crufadoes, and 
confecrated Butcheries committed there, for the Pro- 
Ppagation of their Faith, fince the firft Eftablifhment of 
it by thofe Meafures; but, on the contrary, They 
Seem to allow of great Liberties in Matters of Religi- 
on, and to grant a free Toleration to all Sects of Chri- 
Srians, for the Exercife of their Faith, upon no very 
hard and unreafonable Terms. 

In this Refpeét, therefore, the Chriffians and Ma- 
Bometans feem to have changed Sides; and however 
They may continue the fame in Points of Faith, (which 
perhaps might alfo be difputed) They certainly run 
counter to their refpective Leaders, and mutually de- 
part from the Examples, which They left them, for 
the Propagation of their different Faiths. I need not 
obferve on which Side the Advantage lies ; nor put the 
Reader in mind who have changed for the better s but 
fhall only take Notice, that all Chriffian Perfecutions, 
as well as every Species and. Degree of them, on Ac- 
count of Religion, are heighten’d with this Aggrava- 
tion, that they are direétly oppofite to the plaineft Di- 
refions, as wellas the Example of our blefled Lord; 
whereas the Deviation of Mahometans, from Force and 
Severity to Lenity and Moderation, feems to be unat- 
tended with any pofitive Injunction of their Leader to 
the contrary. 

The fame Viciffitudes may be alfo traced in civil 
Affairs, and the Conduct of political Factions; whofe 
Principles and Opinions will be found to revolve in 
certain Periods; and, by imperceptible Degrees, fix in 
oppofite Extremes. The Minds of the molt rigid Par- 
tifans and State-Bigots are fubjeét to the fame Revolu- 
tions with other Men, and fluctuate from one Opinion 
po another, in the fame Manner that Matter —_ 
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under different Shapes, and pafles through a Variety 
of the moft oppofite Forms. This is a notorious and 
undeniable Truth; of which every Man will foon be 
convinced, who looks narrowly into the Hiftories of 
all Countries, and takes a ftrict Survey of the feveral 
Parties, which have prevailed in them ; of their Pro- 
feflions, Conduét, and the Meafures, on which they 
have proceeded for feveral Years together, under dif- 
ferent Circumitances, and in different Situations, ac- 
cording as They have’ prevailed, or been overpowered 
by oppofite Factions. 

Of all Nations in the World, the Exg/ifp is moft re- 
markable for its Ficklenefs and Inclination to change. 
We are always in a Flux of Opinions, and never con- 
tinue fixed in any long together ; which is the Reafon 
that we have undergone fo many Shocks, Convulfions, 
and Viciffitudes in our Conftitution ; perhaps more 
than any other People whatfoever. Whether this pro- 
ceeds from that Lilerty, which we enjoy beyond 
other Nations ; or from the natural Inftability of our 
C/imate, (as fome have imagined) feems to me a need- 
lefs Enquiry ; but it may not be improper to give a 
remarkable Inftance or two of what I have been {peake 
ing. 

To go no farther back than the Reign of King 
Charles 1.— The two great Factions, which at that 
Time divided the Kingdom, were the Puritans and the 
Church-Partys the former of whom diftinguifhed them- 
felves by their laudable Zeal againft the exorbitant Mea- 
fures of theCourt ; the Incroachments of the Prerogative s 
and manifold Invafions of the Liberties of the Subject 
both in CAwrch and State; of all which Grievances 
they demanded a Redrefs, and defired that Matters 
might be fettled on a better Foot for the future. On 
the other hand, the Church-Party or Royalifts went 
fervilely into the Projeéts of the Court, and undertook 
to maintain the Grandeur of the Prerogative againft 
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what they called the republican Schemes and De- 
mands of the Pwritans. But as foon as an End 
was put to thefe unhappy Contefts by the prevailing 
Strength of one Party, and the tragical Death of that 
unfortunate Prince, Things immediately took another 
Turn. The victorious Puritans began to opprefs in 
the fame manner with Thofe, whom they had fub- 
dued ; and the humbled Reya/iffs, in imitation of 
their old Antagonifts, grew very clamorous Advocates 
for the Rights and Immunities of the People. 

At the Refloration, the Tables were turned again. 
The Royalifts, under the new Denomination of Ca- 
valiers, or the Court-Party, and afterwards of Tories, 
refumed their old Spirit of exalting the Prerogative, 
when they were again exalted in Power; and the 
Puritans, now called the Country-Party or Round- 
Heads, and fometime afterwards Whigs, became once 
more the popular Advocates and Sticklers for Li- 
berty. 

Since that Time, thofe two great Bodies have fe- 
veral Times chopp’d about, and reciprocally changed 
Sides, juft as their Leaders have happened to be in 
or out of Power. 

I believe, it would be no hard Matter to prove, 
both from Hiftory and Reafon, that great Numbers 
of Men, who now flourifh in Wealth and Favour, 
under the gracious Denomination of flanch Whigs, 
would, for the fame Aétions, have been efleemed ar- 
rant Jories about forty Years ago; and that others 
are branded with the odious Appellation of Tories un- 
der this Government, for the fame Pradices, by 
which the Whig-Party made themfelves popular in 
Sormer Reigns. 

1 defign, in fome future Paper, to prefent the 
Reader with a Syftem of ancient Whiggi/m, as it 
ftood in the Reign of King Char/es II. in Oppolition 
go the Syitem and Mealures of the Yories; from 
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whence our modern Whigs may judge of their own 
Likenefs to the Whigs of thofe Times, and deter- 
mine how far They may think it proper to recognize 
the Principles and Praétices of their Predeceffors. 

In the mean Time, the Reader will draw this In- 
ference from what I have already obferved ; that it 
is Time to caft off the Delufions of Party, and to 
be no longer fatisfied with Names inftead of Tunes. 
Let us aét like wife Men; and remember that Li- 
berty is the fame divine Blefling, whether it be dif- 
penfed to us under a Whig or a Tory Adminiftration 5 
and that arbitrary Power, or any Degree of it, can- 
not alter its Nature ; but is equally pernicious, and 
equally deftruétive of the Britifh Conftitution, by 
whatfoever Hands, or under whatfoever Shapes, it 
fhall be impofed on us. The Effe&s will be equally 
felt, though the Means may be artfully concealed. 
And it farther deferves our Confideration, that al- 
though this Evil is equally mifchievous, as to its real 
Effeéts, by whomfoever it is obtruded on us ; yet it 
receives fome Aggravation, and becomes circumftan- 
tially more grievous, when it is introduced under the 
Difguife, and by the pretended Champions of Liberty 5 
becaufe, in that Cafe, the Invafion of our Rights is 
attended with the groffeit Affront on our Under/tand- 
inzs ; and we are treated, at the fame Time, like Chi/- 
dren, as well as Slaves. 

D. 





